


TowardsTowards a a missionalmissional

understandingunderstanding of churchof church

�� HumilityHumility –– acknowledgingacknowledging thethe situationsituation of church and of church and 
missionmission ((ourour crisiscrisis))

�� SeeingSeeing thethe differentdifferent waysways of of beingbeing church: church: thethe familyfamily, , thethe
synagoguesynagogue, , thethe tempeltempel

�� FocusFocus onon ordinaryordinary disciplesdisciples. All . All membermember ministryministry ratherrather
thanthan priestpriest / / layitylayity..

�� ContextualizationContextualization –– double double listeninglistening ((thethe contextcontext / / thethe
essenceessence of of ChrisitanChrisitan heritageheritage. . 



Doing MissionDoing Mission……

��WORSHIPWORSHIP + community + + community + missionmission

��Mission Mission �� Community Community �� WorshipWorship

Can the institutional Can the institutional 

Church Church be a be a 

missionary communitymissionary community??



The Genesis of WorshipThe Genesis of Worship

Worship Community, Discipleship, Mission

Traditional Church Plants



The Genesis of Worship:  The Genesis of Worship:  

fresh expressionsfresh expressions

Listening and

Service Community Discipleship Worship

...learning the tradition together



1.  Build Mission Centred Values1.  Build Mission Centred Values

�� To share GodTo share God’’s missions mission

�� To welcome othersTo welcome others

�� To reach out to new communitiesTo reach out to new communities

�� Service and discipleshipService and discipleship

�� Awareness of the SpiritAwareness of the Spirit’’s works work

�� A continuous process A continuous process –– nourished by nourished by 

missionmission



2.  Prune a little2.  Prune a little……..

�� Are structures and meetings necessary?Are structures and meetings necessary?

�� Release energy for new thingsRelease energy for new things

�� RestRest

�� Set sustainable rhythmsSet sustainable rhythms

�� Tackle pastoral dependenceTackle pastoral dependence

�� Change down a gear or twoChange down a gear or two

�� Learn to travel lightLearn to travel light



3.  Listen and Pray3.  Listen and Pray

�� To the local community and cultureTo the local community and culture

�� Mission auditMission audit

�� What is God doing?What is God doing?

�� What is GodWhat is God’’s call?s call?

�� Learning community discernmentLearning community discernment

�� To focus on what you are already doing?To focus on what you are already doing?

�� To begin something new?To begin something new?

�� Both?Both?



4.  Nourish your imagination4.  Nourish your imagination

�� Read scripture togetherRead scripture together

�� Revisit the traditionRevisit the tradition

�� Look at the webLook at the web

�� Listen to the storiesListen to the stories

�� Research and visit what Research and visit what 

others are doingothers are doing

�� Go to some training eventsGo to some training events



5.  Explore Partnerships5.  Explore Partnerships

�� With other churchesWith other churches

�� With church authoritiesWith church authorities

�� With other agencies in the communityWith other agencies in the community

�� Lines of ConnexionLines of Connexion



6.  Form a Team6.  Form a Team

�� Not a solo enterpriseNot a solo enterprise

�� Practical supportPractical support

�� ConnexionConnexion

�� Prayer supportPrayer support

�� Mission accompanimentMission accompaniment



7.  Form Community7.  Form Community

�� The place to beginThe place to begin

�� Loving service before worship serviceLoving service before worship service

�� From community build faithFrom community build faith



8.  Allow growth to maturity8.  Allow growth to maturity

�� TimeTime

�� SpaceSpace

�� GraceGrace

�� SupportSupport


