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“Revive us, Lord, 
again”

1

Confident about 
our ‘why’

The People called 
Methodists
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The People 
called 
Methodists:
 
Confident 
about our ‘why’

Leonard Sweet: 
“I believe God’s clock keeps perfect time.  
I believe God may have raised up John 
Wesley as much for the twenty-first 
century as for the eighteenth century….. 
I believe that even though what we now 
call Methodism is in too many ways 
what Wesley came to get rid of, it need 
not come to this.  Sometimes our 
solutions lie as much in the past as in 
the present or the future.”  I believe 
what historians call the “Methodist 
Revolution” is an unfinished revolution.”
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The People 
called 
Methodists: 

Confident 
about our ‘why’

Simon Sinek: 
“The WHY doesn’t come from looking 
ahead at what you want to achieve and 
figuring out an appropriate strategy to get 
there. It’s not borne out of market research. 
It does not come from extensive interviews 
with customers or even employees. It comes 
from looking in the completely opposite 
direction from where you are now. Finding 
WHY is a process of discovery, not 
invention….. The hard part is the discipline 
to trust one’s gut, to stay true to one’s 
purpose, cause or beliefs. Remaining 
completely in balance and authentic is the 
most difficult part.”
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“Why 
Methodism?” 

1763 
Conference

“What may we reasonably believe 
to be God’s purpose in raising up 
preachers called Methodist?”

“To reform the nation 
and, in particular, the Church; 
to spread scriptural holiness 
over the land.”
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1820 
Liverpool 
Conference

“Let us afresh, solemnly and heartily 
recognise the original purpose of 
Methodism, “to spread Scriptural 
holiness through the land”, and ever 
regard this as the first and great 
calling of the Methodist people, and 
especially of the Preachers.”
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1932 
Conference

“The Methodist Church claims and 
cherishes its place in the Holy Catholic 
Church which is the Body of Christ. It 
rejoices in the inheritance of the apostolic 
faith and loyally accepts the fundamental 
principles of the historic creeds and of the 
Protestant Reformation. It ever remembers 
that in the providence of God Methodism 
was raised up to spread scriptural holiness 
through the land by the proclamation of 
the evangelical faith and declares its 
unfaltering resolve to be true to its 
divinely appointed mission.”
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The People 
called 
Methodists: 

Confident about 
our ‘why’

Leonard Sweet: time for the People 
called Methodists to “show some 
originality.  In its truest sense, 
“originality” means a return to origins 
or a rediscovery of one’s roots, not 
merely to reproduce the current 
original, which is self-extinction, but to 
recapitulate the original in the current 
context, a fresh choreography for daily 
life of an old dance.”
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On fire with the 
Gospel of Jesus

The People called 
Methodists
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The People 
called 
Methodists:
 
On fire with 
the Gospel of 
Jesus

Michael Beck: 
“John Wesley experienced God as a 
seeking and sending God, whose 
essential nature is love.  This 
mindset fuelled his actions.”
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The People 
called 
Methodists:
 
On fire with 
the Gospel of 
Jesus

Leonard Sweet: 
“The essence of Methodism’s genius 
resides in two famous Wesleyan 
mantras: 

“heart strangely warmed” 
            and 
“the world is our parish” 

For Wesley, internal combustion, the 
former, led to external combustion, 
the latter.”
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The People called Methodists: 
On fire with the Gospel of Jesus

Personal 
Holiness

Social 
Holiness

Scriptural 
Holiness
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Captivated by 
Grace

The People called 
Methodists
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The People 
called 
Methodists:

John Wesley on Grace: 
“God's bounty, or favour: his free, 
undeserved favour, ... man (sic) having no 
claim to the least of his mercies….. It was 
free grace that ‘formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into him a 
living soul,' and stamped on that soul the 
image of God, and ‘put all things under 
his feet.' ... For there is nothing we are, or 
have, or do, which can deserve the least 
thing at God's hand."

Captivated 
by Grace
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The People called Methodists: 
Waves of Grace

Prevenient:  Porchway of the home

Justifying: Doorway into new identity

Sanctifying: Rooms of God’s dwelling
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The People called Methodists: 
Means of Grace

Worship and prayer

Ministry of the Word / searching the scriptures

Lord’s Supper

Fasting and abstinence

"Christian conferencing" or Christian conversation 

Acts of mercy and compassion
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A ‘both/and’ 
people

The People called 
Methodists
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The People called Methodists: 
A ‘both/and’ (conjunctive) people

• Wesley’s own ‘both/and’ tensions

• “Wesley held things together that other Christians pushed 
apart.” (Randy Maddox)

• ‘Movement’ and ‘church.’
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The People 
called 
Methodists:
 
A ‘both/and’ 
people

Martin Percy: 
“Methodism as a movement and at its 
best, is passionate evangelism wedded 
to a burning zeal for social action…..  If 
Methodism did not exist, it would have 
to be invented.  The dynamic 
combination of Christian social action 
and intelligent evangelism is arguably 
a uniquely concentrated ecclesial 
embodiment within a social 
denomination.” 
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The People 
called 
Methodists: 

A ‘both/and’ 
people

‘Mixed economy’ 
  =>‘mixed ecology’
  => ‘blended ecology’

Methodism - a ‘blended ecology’- that: 
• releases all manner of expressions of 

mission, service and witness in a 
Connexion that is mutually supportive, 
equally valued and encouraged.  

• blends with a consistency of love, 
respect, honouring and appreciation 
what is inherited and what is new.  

• enables the old to be renewed by the 
new, and the new to be informed by 
the old.
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Setting missional 
leaders free

The People called 
Methodists
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The People called Methodists: 
Setting missional leaders free

• Early Methodism: liberty to work of Holy Spirit AND 
creation of structures that supported and accelerated 
the work of God.

• Recruitment and vitalisation of local (lay) leadership

• Renewing our understanding of presbyteral ministry
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The People 
called 
Methodists:
 
Setting 
missional 
leaders free

Getting moving again….
• raising up local indigenous leaders 

in mission and service;
• rediscovering the distinctive role of 

presbyteral ministry as a vital ‘set 
apart’ episkope;

• creative weaving together of: 
o lay and ordained, 
o indigenous and set apart.
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The People called Methodists: 
A Diverse Movement of “Grace Spaces”

Re-discovering the KEY building block:

Not the building (Sunday at 10.30am?!) Grace Spaces
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The People called Methodists: 
A Diverse Movement of “Grace Spaces”

The ‘Fields’
(Prevenient)

Class
(Justifying)

Society
(Responding)

Band
(Sanctifying)
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The People called Methodists: 
A Diverse Movement of “Grace Spaces”

‘Church’ (Circuit) as 
Primary Unit

(Safety Net & Canopy)

Ministers – resource
for the whole.

Array of Lay Led
Grace Spaces

Priority: equipping
& releasing leaders
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’

LOCAL 
CHURCH 
(‘CIRCUIT’)
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Waves of 
Grace

Means of 
Grace
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OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Inherited Fresh 
Expressions
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Vintage Wine 
in Old 

Wineskins

New Wine 
in New 

Wineskins
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Temples Tabernacles
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SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Jerusalem Antioch
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Host Guest
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Online Onsite
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MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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Gathered/
Attractional

Scattered/
Distributive
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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GOVERNANCE
SUPPORT

MINISTERIAL
OVERSIGHT

MAKING REAL 
OUR ‘CONNEXION’

‘EQUIPPING 
THE SAINTS’
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The People called Methodists 

Confident of 
our ‘why’

On fire with 
the Gospel of 

Jesus

Captivated by 
Grace

A ‘both/and’ 
people

Setting 
missional 

leaders free

A Diverse Movement of “Grace Spaces”
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The People 
called 
Methodists

Our ‘divinely appointed mission’ is 
nothing less than to look for God’s 

gracious work in our own lives, being 
tuned by our fellowship, then inevitably 

and purposefully spilling out and effecting 
the transformation of homes, schools, 

workplaces, communities, national politics 
and so on.  There is nowhere in the parish 

of the world where the People called 
Methodists are not called to be salt and 

light.  We’re called to be change-makers in 
the culture.
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The People called Methodists 

Confident of 
our ‘why’

On fire with 
the Gospel of 

Jesus

Captivated by 
Grace

A ‘both/and’ 
people

Setting 
missional 

leaders free

A Diverse Movement of “Grace Spaces”
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