SoCD 2025
Talk: Why Christians care for creation. Christian in the 21st century - Responsible living

Introduction to me

- Student of theology and on my way to becoming a pastor in our church

- Work

at an organisation called Green Church today.

Introduction to the talk

Prayer

The topic for my talk: Why Christians care for creation — especially in light of the climate crisis and crisis of biodiversity.

1. I will present an outline of a green or eco- theology. Some of these points are properly basic to many — but maybe you
haven’t heard it in regard to creation. | want to show you just how basic and fundamental a green theology or an eco-
theological perspective is in the fabric of the Bible, so we will see why we as Christians should care for creation. We have
our social principles, but my sense is that we don’t talk or hear many sermons on the theology of nature and creation —on
why Christian’s care for creation. That’s what | will present to you today.

2. Practical implications for us as Christians and for our churches.

And | put a picture of Francis of Assisi here as my cover for my talk. Francis was a Italian monk who lived in the Middle Ages
and the legends goes, that he was so much in touch with God’s creatures that he talked with wolves and when he preached
the birds would listen. And maybe it is too ambitious of me, but | hope to inspire you today so that you do as Francis and go
home and preach to the birds or maybe the dog.



Our situation today

- Dearfriends, I’'ll start with the bad news first. We find ourselves in a difficult moment in time. There is war on the European
contingent. But another crisis looms in the background and has done for many years: We are in the midst of a climate crisis
and a crisis of biodiversity. Scientists have been telling us that for a long time now. We also know reasons for these natural
crises: Itis us. Itis our human behaviour that is causing the planet to heat, eco-systems to collapse and are causing some
parts of the earth already to be uninhabitable. It has to do with how we live, how we travel, how we consume, how we build
societies and homes, how we eat and so on. And the consequences of our lifestyles are no longer a foreign problem but has
also on the European continent shown its ugly face.

- We canread aboutitin the news. Or we can read about it in our bibles. Listen to the alarming and prophetic words of
Jeremiah:
I looked at the earth, and it was without shape or form; at the heavens and there was no light. | looked at the mountains and
they were quaking; all the hills were rocking back and forth. | looked and there was no one left; every bird in the sky had
taken flight. | looked and the fertile land was a desert.

- Friends, this is the trajectory that we are on. Birds are on flight; the fertile land is becoming a desert. What we are dealing
with is a reserved creation story, an emptying of the land.

- I believe that there are different reasons why we are in the mess that we are in. But the main reason for the climate crisis and
crisis in biodiversity, are ultimately not due to technological or economic reasons. The main reason is spiritual — we are
dealing with is a spiritual crisis that has to do with how people seen themselves, see God, see other people and how we see
nature — the rest flows from there. And because we are dealing with a spiritual or existential matter, we as Christians have
something to say.

- | believe that the first ones — maybe after the scientists —who should have reacted to the climate crisis and still to this day
should have been the Christians. When in the beginning of the Gospels Jesus says: Repent for the kingdom of God is at
hand, that repentance — meaning thinking a new, turning around - is also related in which our habits reflect our care and love
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for all of God'’s creation.

- I believe that we have a strong, biblical testimony to why especially Christians should act upon in the regards to the
environmental crisis we are facing. And before we look at the practical matters at the second half of this talk, | think it is
important to look at the reasons why Christian should care for creation. Because | think, if we get that, the rest will follow
from there.

Why Christians care about creation

- So, with thatintroduction, let’s get to the good news. | want to take you through some key teachings of the faith and look at
some key scriptural passages in order to get a sketch/outline of an eco-theology. Let’s look at why Christians care for
creation.

Christians believe and worship God the creator

- Christians worship God the creator. Christians worship the triune God, and the first person of the trinity is God the father or
as we say: The creator. In both the Apostles Creed and in the Nicene Creed, we affirm that: We believe in one God, the
Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. Why should we care for creation?
Because we believe in the, worship and love the creator and maker of all, the one we can call our heavenly father and God.
That is one of the most basic and fundamental reasons why Christians care for creation.

Creation is good

- Creationis good!
Not once, not twice, but 7 times in the creation story in the opening chapter of Genesis God sees what he has made and
declares thatitis good: And God saw that is was good. And the at the end of chapter 1 it says: And God saw every thing that
he had made, and behold, it was very good. It is key to our way of thinking and relating to nature, that we understand that the



creation of God is good and not just simply dumb material, but something that we should cherish and find value in.

Why did God create?

While we are at the creation story let me take a moment and ask the philosophical question: Why did God even create in the
first place? We are not told explicitly the reasons why God creates in the chapters of Genesis. But to me it doesn’t seem
plausible that God creates out of some kind of need. God doesn’t need anything. Instead, he creates out of what he is, out
of a sheer act of love. God loves creation into being. And therefore, we can as well look with loving eyes at creation and see
the goodness of God manifest through birds and trees and sunflowers.

Adam’s job is to tend the garden

If we continue in Genesis, now in chapter 2. We hear that God creates man, creates Adam. And in verse 15 it says: And the
Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to farm it and take care of it. Adam —the first human - has a very
clear purpose. He has been giving a job-description (if you want) from the get-go: He’s job is to be a gardener. Adam - and
with him the entire human race — has been given the responsibility to be stewards of creation. The first command we receive
is to act responsible and with care in the garden we are place in. We are in a very primordial sense all gardeners taking care
of God’s earth.

Francis: Brother Sun and Sister Moon

Another point on creation, and here | want to draw your attention back the first picture of the slides and to Francis of Assisi.
Later I will read a prayer or poem written by Francis called” The Canticle of the Creatures”. In the Canticle Francis
appreciates different parts of creation. To Francis the sunis not just the sun, itis Brother Sun. To Francis the Moon and the
stars are Sister Moon and stars. Some of you may think: Ok, can we turn down for hippie monk already — but | must admit
love this and | think we can be inspired of this!

And for Francis the language of Brother Sun and Sister Moon is not just poetry but theology and a statement of his faith. The
logic is quite simple: If God is the Father and creator of us, human beings, and at the same time the creator of the sky, the
earth, the sun and the moon - then what is the relation between us as humans and these natural elements? We are siblings!
We share the same father and for that reason we can call the sun our brother and the moon our sister. | suggest that we take



the vision and the language of Francis to us, because it will affect the way we relate to the natural world. Nature is not just
something out there, that we can manipulate as we want — because that is not the way to treat a brother or a sister.

The psalms: The beauty of creation

- ltis notonly Francis who is dealing with poetic language —we are also familiar with it from the psalms.
From psalm 8: Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth!

From psalm 19: Heaven is declaring God'’s glory; the sky is proclaiming his handiwork.

And from psalm 104: (Lord) You put gushing springs into dry riverbeds. They flow between the mountains, providing water for
every wild animal. The wild donkeys quench their thirst. Overhead, the birds in the ski make their home, chirping loudly in
the trees. From your lofty house, you water the mountains. The earth is filled full by the fruit of what you have done.

The psalms are a poetic reflection of what we all can experience in nature. In nature we marvel at the beauty of nature and in
doing so praising God for his grandiose handiwork. People have for centuries read the psalms — and | think especially for our
time in midst of climate crisis we must continue to read the psalms and go out and see with our own eyes and will all of our
senses the beauty of God’s creation.

Noah and the Ark

- Okay, another Bible Story: Noah and the Ark. Maybe the most obvious eco-theological narrative in the entire bible. Before
this story, but after the creation story the fall of all of humanity happens. Sin enters the world. It enters the human heart that
now and still is comprised —and | would argue it also enters the natural world where natural disasters are taking place. |



believe that one of the reasons why we today find ourselves in multiple natural crisis is due to our sinfulness as human
beings. Itis a consequence of our fallen nature. We are alienated from the garden we were meant to tend and to steward.

- But-andthisis the important part — and the lesson from the story of Noah: God doesn’t give up on his creation. Instead, he
sends a rescue operation. | believe you can read the entire Bible in this light: what God repeatedly is all about throughout the
Bible is to save his creation that he loves. And the greatest of those rescue operations in the OT is of course the story Noah’s
Ark. The eco-theological pattern is obvious! Noah and his family must gather a pair of each animal. In other words: They
must protect the good creation from vanishing from the face of the earth. In many ways the story is a story for our time
where a crisis in biodiversity is taking place, and many species are already or in danger of being extinct. We as Christians are
today on a similar mission. Like Noah and his family, we should act to protect all living species from extinction.

The incarnate and risen Christ

- However, God’s rescue operation isn’t finalized/completed with Noah - but is concluded with Christ. The NT doesn’t give
many explicit mentions to climate crisis because there was none. However, | don’t think we have to search to far before we
can see an eco-theological perspective sprouting up through the NT.

- Thefirst point | want to make here, is two of the most important statements in our faith, namely that Jesus Christ — son of the
living God — was incarnated in human flesh and was bodily resurrected from the dead.

- Many of you have properly heard sermons regarding Christ incarnation or the resurrection in an existential or philosophical
matter — but have you heard it from an eco-theological reading? In this reading, what does the incarnated and risen Christ

stand for?

- Theincarnated Christ represents that God is not just an abstract being of some kind but is also fully human. God have
become one with physical reality of creation.



And what the risen Christ represents is in this reading — similar to the story of Noah —is that God will save all part of his
creation — Jesus was the first fruit and we will follow after him — even these feeble bodies of ours is subject to Gods saving
purposes. And Paul extended that line of thought when he in Romans say: We know that the whole creation — the whole
creation — is groaning together and suffering labour pains until now.

What this means is that God loves the body, the material, the physical aspect of creation. Not only the spirit — but the matter
matters. God in Jesus Christ becomes human in real human flesh with fingernails and eyelashes. In Christ, God becomes
one with the physical, the material. And with the resurrection: Jesus and with him all of creation is redeemed. Yes, he even
risen in his physical appearance for the disciples to see and touch.

The point | want to make is that our faith values and affirm the physical and the material aspects of life. We are not
adherents of the Greek Philosopher Plato, who dreamt of the soul’s escape from the body. No, we are followers of Christ,
who is the person in which humanity and divinity met and who came back physically — not spiritually or metaphorically — he
came back, in the flesh, in a resurrected body.

If Christ is who we believe he is, that is good news for the soul and the body — and with that the rest of physical creation. If
Christis God, it means that he rules all of creation and that he saves all of creation. The God we are dealing with is not just
dealing with existential salvation; he is dealing with cosmological salvation!

If Christis considered the first fruit of the new creation, it means resurrection is not only applicable to human souls, but to
the earth, the animals, the birds, the heaven and the sea. And for us as Christians - living in light of that resurrection — it
means that we must take care for all of creation because itis included in the future of God. God not only feeds the sparrow,
but he will also save the sparrow. Christians care for creation when they live in in power of the resurrection and become
partner with God in caring for all of Creation.



A quick recap

- Okay, let’s take a recap of what I’ve said so far:
- God is the creator, the creator of heavens and earth
- Creation is good — even very good!
- The first job of Adam was to be a gardener.
- The sun and the moon are in the words of Francis our brother and our sister.
- Nature and the psalms speak of the beauty of Gods created order.
- The story of Noah tells us that God dosen’t give up on his creation — but saves his creation.
- And finally: The incarnated and risen Christ shows us that God loves all of creation — even the physical aspect of it and that
heis Lord - not justin an existential manner, butin a cosmological manner.

Question:

- Doesitgive any meaning to you to look at our faith in an eco-theological way, as | have tried to illustrate so far? And why?
And maybe which of these points resonates with you or challenges you. Talk to the person next to you.

How do we as Christians take care for creation?

- Okay. Before turning to the practical implications of all of what I’ve been saying so far means, | want to make a last point.
Because so far, | made a sketch or an outline of a green theology or eco-theology; on why and for what reasons Christians
care for creation. But | haven’t touched on how we do it. So, what do we do?

- Ifwhat | said in the beginning is true: That the root to the natural crisis that we are facing is fundamentally a spiritual crisis,
the right solution is in some way also spiritual. We — all of us sinners — must be changed by the spirit. And what comes with
the spirit? If we ask our good friend and brother in Christ, Paul of Tarsus, he would. With the spirit comes the fruit. Maybe
what we need are the fruits of the spirit. Here there are.



- When we are filled by the spirit, this the way we relate to each other and — | would argue to creation. | won’t cover all of them
but highlight a couple of them:

- What creation needs in time of climate crisis and crisis of biodiversity is first and foremost our love. Too long now the
humankind has acted in hateful ways or in ways of apathy. It is time that we start loving creation. Start loving creation as it is
in all its diversity. Like God loved the world, so too must we love what God has created, willed and loved into being.

- Like the psalmist, we need joy and to rejoice in the goodness and beauty of God’s creation. Shut down your computer or
your tablet and go for walks in God’s awesome and wonderful nature. We need to look and feel and smell that goodness that
God has planted there.

- We need longsuffering. In other words, we need more patience, like our friends from Odense in Denmark who took the night
bus to get here. We simply need to be able to bear more things what is more difficult for us but is better for the earth and for
our climate.

- We need temperance. The accelerated pace from our lives is not only harming our lives and are making us more stressful.
Our accelerated pace is also taking its toll on the climate. The pace of our lives is harming the planet.

- We shouldn’t just always get what we want, when we want it. But we should be meek and in goodness seek not just what s
most profitable and comfortable for us, but what is good and sustainable for God’s created world.

- We need, our time needs, the climate crisis and crisis of biodiversity needs Christians, that filled with the fruit of the spirit.

Practical implications

- Forthe last part of my talk, | want to talk about what it might means in terms of practical implications. What does it look like
when Christian’s care for creation?



- 1. First of all: We as methodists are Christians with our whole life. That means that when Christians care for creation we do it
because of our faith. It is our identity as Christians and the spirit guiding us that that leads us into action in making the world
a better and more sustainable place. That involves our private lives, our lifestyles and habits. But also, our public life: what
changes can we make at our workplace, in public sphere and in the political realm.

- 2. Secondly: The sustainable perspective must become a part of church life. We need to structure the way we do church, so
it not only includes statistics of church attendants and financial statements but also includes metrics of sustainability of
church buildings and activity. It consists in measuring energy consumption and to set ourselves sustainable goals to reduce
our consumption.
| work at small organisation called Green Church Danmark and here we are providing checklists for churches in Denmark to
be called green church. Could the methodist church in the Nordic countries and Ukraine be front runners and the most
ambitious when it comes to the green transition? That is a dream of mine.

- Thirdly: We must - like | have tried today — preach and proclaim the gospel in the time of climate crisis. In other words:
Preach that the good news of Jesus Christ is good news for all of creation.
One of the developments in ecumenical talks during the last couple of years have been on the idea of introducing a world-
wide Day Of Creation among Christians. That is the idea that one Sunday every year we would celebrate and praise God as
creator and thank him for creation. Is it time for us to have that in our liturgy: A Day of Creation each year.

- Finaly: Let’s get back to basics and take seriously what Wesley taught:
Do no harm, do good, stay in means of God’s grace.

Question
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How can we be Christians that care for creation when we get back to our church and community?

The canticle of creatures

| want to close with a prayer, a prayer that is a part of Francis of Assis prayer called the Canticle of Creatures. Let us pray.

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,

Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all blessing,

To You alone, Most High, do they belong, and no human is worthy to mention Your name.

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun,

Who is the day and through whom You give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor; and bears a likeness
of You, Most High One.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather, through
whom You give sustenance to Your creatures. Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, who is very useful and humble
and precious and chaste.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom You light the night, and he is beautiful and playful and robust
and strong.

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with
colored flowers and herbs.

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks and serve Him with great humility.
Amen!

Thank you for listening!
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